Issues

Perth has shown the way forward, but can Adelaide follow its lead, asks SAM POWRIE.

Total transport
revolution can

M New urban development
only along rail corridors.

£ B Extension of rail "spines”

hubs for other transport.

M Reorientation of bus
service towards more
localised feeder networks.

H Improved bicycle trails and
rail station facilities.

i M Reducing car dependency
E and oil vulnerability.

¥ M Encouraging active
§ transport, particularly
walking and cycling.

R with stations acting as linking §

HE tidal wave of
transport-
related com-
reent and corre-
spondence in
The Advertiser suggests a
growing public concern
with the challenges facing
our transport systems.

Despite the focus on day-
to-day inconvenience, it is
interesting to see that more
fundamental issues are also
receiving some attention -
such as the electrification
and extension of our railway
system, the reorientation of
our bus network and im-
proved provisions for
hicycle use.

Adelaide is burdened by a
“footprint™ size that rivals
many of the world’s most
populous cities and it is this
that underlies our transport
system’s greatest chal-
lenge. While many complain
about inadequate bus ser-
vices, I doubf we will ever
afford the sort of bus sys-
tem required to entirely
serve distances over this
90km by 30km area.

Indeed many planners be-
lieve that what cities such
as Adelaide really need ate
rail-based ‘‘spines” with
localised bus networks
servicing_them.

This has proved ex-
tremely successful in many
cities around the world, in-
cluding Perth with an
elongated form comparable
to Adelaide’s and where the
State Government has pur-
sued a deliberate policy of
reducing “car dependency”.

Coined by Curtin Univer-
sity’s Professor Peter
Newman, car dependency
can now be seen as the
major challenge facing Ad-
elaide’s transport system.

Car dependency, of
course, also implies 0il de-
pendency or oil vulner-
ability, With world conven-

tional oil production falling
at about 2 per cent a year,
by about 2040 the world will
have access to half the
transport fuel available
today.

Long before then, per-
haps by 2012, the world will
encounter an oil crunch as
demand outstrips supply
and prices start a runaway
upward spiral

These issues were dis-
cussed at length by Pro-
fessor Newman at a recent
seminar hosted by the Ad-
elaide City Council. His cen-
tral message was the value
of Transit Oriented Devel-
opment, or TOD - the effec-
tive managemient of urban
sprawl by ensuring new de-
velopment only occurs
along existing-or newly de-
veloped rail corridors.

The TOD approach
simply balances provision
for car use with viable op-
tions for daily use of public
transport, especially trains,
and for use of “active trans-
port” such as walking and
eycling. All of Perth’s sub-
urban rail routes have new
stations that act as hubs for
local bike networks and, in
many cases, have long-
distance cycle paths run-
ning along the rail corridors.

Unfortunately, while
Perth has been building for
the future, Adelaide has
pbeen running its rail sys-
tems down, closing some
lines and drip-feeding those
residents wanting a more
active approach to the daily
commute with a bike net-
work that lacks continuity
or real provision for more
vulnerable bicycle users.

. As aresult, Adelaide now
has vast urban areas, par-
ticularly to its north and
south, that are devoid of
effective transport services
and where residents are
almost entirely dependent
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on the private car. The cre-
ation of TODs has become
best-practice in major cities
the world over, vet the State
Government appears
curiously averse to the
strategy. TOD-based urban
development is very clearly
recommended in the
State’s Greenhouse Gas
strategy and was a major
platform of our Sustainable
Transport Plan, produced
in 2005 and scrapped
shortly thereafter by minis-
ter of the day Trish White.

n 2006, Adelaide was set
I to embark on a program

as ambitious as Perth’s.

With the plan’s scrapping,
the public has now been left
with no vision for where
transport is heading, with a
public transpert system
that seems o please few
who use it, a road network
generating daily public
anger and a cycling network
that exists more on paper
than on the ground.

The provision of a com-
prehensive vision such as
we had in the 2005 Trans-
port Plan, is crucially im-
portant if we are to meet the
converging threats of cli-
mate change, rising fuel
prices, the negative health
outcomes of car depen-
dency and the social, econ-
omic and environmental
consequences of an unre-
stricted suburbia.

It is pointless investing
vast sums in new routes for
freight movement at the ex-
pense of daily transport of
the city’s commuters.

Only an overall and inte-
grated vision can get all
arms of government work-
ing together for more bal-
anced transport outcomes.
* Perth’s commuters now
enjoy large suburban rail
stations, each providing
thousands of daily passen-
gers with reliable electrified
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M Vast areas - particularly north
and south - devoid of effective or
afforable public transport.

train services running twice
as often as Adelaide’s, with
secure facilities including
locked parking cages for
their bikes and with attend-
ants on hand to assist.

Commuters have maul-
tiple options in getting to
these rail stations, includ-
ing feeder bus services and
high-quality walking and
cycling facilities. And most
importantly, new houses in
these Transit Oriented De-
velopments are gaining in
value because they are close
to rail lines and service
centres and not isolated in
urban ghettos.

While Perth’s integrated
approach has been able to
produce a massive $6 billion
investment in new train ser-
vices together with inte-
grated bus and cycling net-
works, Adelaide’s transport
systems have muddled
along with little obvious
progress in the daily move-
ment of the city’s popula-
tion on a healthy and
sustainable basis. South
Australia could learn a few
lessons from WA and it
needs to learn them fast.

We need massive re-ap-
praisal of the role of rail
systems and investment in
the city’s Green Travel Cor-
ridors - running from
Grange, Port Adelaide,
Gawler and Noarlunga.

Major bhicycle routes,
localised “feeder” hicycle
paths and improved bike
parking at stations will all
encourage many thousands
of Adelaide residents to for-
sake their cars and take up
more active and far
healthier lifestyles.

What Adelaide needs is a
transport revolution.

0 Sam Powrie is the deputy
chair of the Bicycle Insti-
tute of SA.

Wednesday, May 7, 2008 19



